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adhihi bhagava iti hopasasada sanatkumaram
naradah | tam hovaca yad vettha tena mopasida |
tatas ta ardhvam vaksyamiti | sa hovaca

Narada approached Sanatkumara as a pupil and said:
"Venerable Sir, please teach me." Sanatkumara said to him:

"Please tell me what you already know. Then | shall tell you
what is beyond."
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rgvedam bhagavo ‘dhyemi yajurvedam samavedam
atharvanam caturtham itihasa-puranam pancamam
vedanam vedam pitryam rasim daivam nidhim
vakovakyam ekayanam deva-vidyam brahma-vidyam
bhuta-vidyam ksatra-vidyam naksatra-vidyam
sarpa-deva-jana-vidyam etad bhagavo ‘dhyemi

Narada said: "Venerable Sir, | know the Rig-Veda, the Yajur-
Veda, the Sama-Veda, the Atharva-Veda as the fourth Veda,
the epics (Puranas) and ancient lore (Itihasa) as the fifth, the
Veda of the Vedas (i.e. grammar), the rules of the sacrifices
by which the Manes are gratified, the science of numbers, the
science of portents, the science of time, logic, ethics,
etymology, Brahma-vidya (i.e. the science of pronunciation,
ceremonials, prosody, etc.), the science of elemental spirits,
the science of weapons, astronomy, the science of serpents
and the fine arts. All this | know, venerable Sir."
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so 'ham bhagavo mantravid evasmi natmavit |
srutam hy eva me bhagavad-drsebhyas tarati Sokam
atmavid iti | so 'ham bhagavah socami | tam ma
bhagavain chokasya param tarayatv iti | tam hovaca
yad vai kimcaitad adhyagistha namaivaitat




"But, venerable Sir, with all this | know words only; | do not
know the Self. | have heard from men like you that he who
knows the Self overcomes sorrow. | am one afflicted with
sorrow. Do you, venerable Sir, help me to cross over to the
other side of sorrow." Sanatkumara said to him: "Whatever
you have read is only a name."
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nama va rgvedo yajurvedah samaveda atharvanas
caturtha itihasa-puranah pancamo vedanam vedah
pitryo rasir daivo nidhir vakovakyam ekayanam
deva-vidya brahma-vidya bhuta-vidya ksatra-vidya
naksatra-vidya sarpa-deva-janavidya | namaivaitat |
namopassveti

"Verily, a name is the Rig-Veda; so also are the Yajur-Veda,
the Sama-Veda, the Atharva-Veda as the fourth Veda, the
epics and the ancient lore as the fifth, the Veda of the Vedas,
the rules of the sacrifices by which the Manes are gratified,
the science of numbers, the science of portents, the science
of time, logic, ethics, etymology, Brahma-vidya, the science
of elemental spirits, the science of weapons, astronomy, the

science of serpents and the fine arts. "Meditate on the name.
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sa yo nama brahmety upaste | yavan namno gatam

tatrasya yathakamacaro bhavati yo nama brahmety

upaste | asti bhagavo namno bhiya iti | namno vava
bhiyo 'stiti | tan me bhagavan bravitv iti




"He who meditates on a name as Brahman can, of his own
free will, reach as far as the name reaches-he who meditates
on a name as Brahman." Narada said: "Venerable Sir, is there
anything greater than a name?" "Of course there is
something greater than a name." "Please tell that to me,
venerable Sir."
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vag vava namno bhuyasi | vag va rgvedam
vijhapayati yajurvedam samavedam atharvanam
caturtham itihasapuranam paincamam vedanam
vedam pitryam rasim daivam nidhim vakovakyam
ekayanam devavidyam brahmavidyam bhutavidyam
ksatravidyam naksatravidyam sarpadevajanavidyam
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divam ca prthivim ca vayum cakasam capas ca tejas
ca devams ca manusyams ca pasums ca vayamsi ca
trnavanaspatin svapadany akitapatangapipilakam
dharmam cadharmam | ca satyam canrtam ca sadhu
casadhu ca hrdayajiam cahrdayajfnam ca |
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yad vai van nabhavisyan na dharmo nadharmo
yajiiapayisyan na satyam nanrtam na sadhu
nasadhu na hrdayajno nahrdayajhah | vag evaitad
sarvam vijhapayati vacam upassveti




"Speech is, verily, greater than a name. Speech makes one
understand the Rig-Veda, the Yajur-Veda, the Sama-Veda, the
Atharva-Veda as the fourth, the epics and the ancient lore as the
fifth, the Veda of the Vedas, the rules of sacrifices by which the
Manes are gratified, the science of numbers, the science of
portents, the science of time, logic, ethics, etymology, Brahma-
vidya, the science of elemental spirits, the science of weapons,
astronomy, the science of serpents and the fine arts, as well as
heaven, earth, air, akasa, water, fire, gods, men, cattle, birds,
herbs, trees, animals, together with worms, flies and ants, as
also righteousness and unrighteousness, the true and the false,
the good and the bad, the pleasant and the unpleasant. "Verily, if
there were no speech, neither righteousness nor
unrighteousness would be known, neither the true nor the false,
neither the pleasant nor the unpleasant. "Speech, verily, makes
us know all this. Meditate upon speech.
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sa yo vacam brahmety upaste | yavad vaco gatam
tatrasya yathakamacaro bhavati yo vacam brahmety
upaste | asti bhagavo vaco bhiya iti | vaco vava
bhiyo 'stiti | tan me bhagavan bravitv iti

"He who meditates on speech as Brahman can, of his own
free will, reach as far as speech reaches-he who meditates on
speech as Brahman." Narada said: "Venerable Sir, is there
anything greater than speech?" "Of course there is
something greater than speech.” "Please tell that to me,
venerable Sir."
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esa tu va ativadati yah satyenativadati so'’ham
bhagavah satyenativadaniti satyam tveva
vijijnasitavyamiti satyam bhagavo vijijhasa iti

"But in reality he is an ativadi who has become an ativadi by
the knowledge of the True." "May |, venerable Sir, become an
ativadi by the knowledge of the True."” "But one should desire
to know the True." "Venerable Sir, | desire to know the True."
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yada vai vijanaty atha satyam vadati | navijanan
satyam vadati | vijanann eva satyam vadati |
vijianam tv eva vijijhasitavyam iti | vijhanam
bhagavo vijijiiasa iti

Sanatkumara said: "When one understands the True, only
then does one declare the True. One who does not
understand the True does not declare It. Only one who
understands It declares the True. One must desire to

understand this understanding.” "Venerable Sir, | desire to
understand."
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yada vai manute ‘tha vijanati | namatva vijanati |
matvaiva vijanati | matis tv eva vijijhasitavyeti |
matim bhagavo vijijiasa iti

"When one reflects, only then does one understand. One Who
does not reflect does not understand. Only one who reflects
understands. One must desire to understand this reflection."
"Venerable Sir, | desire to understand reflection."
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yada vai sraddadhaty atha manute | nasraddadhan
manute | Sraddadhad eva manute | Sraddha tv eva
vijijiasitavyeti | Sraddham bhagavo vijijhiasa iti

"When one has faith, only then does one reflect. One who
does not have faith does not reflect. Only one who has faith

reflects. One must desire to understand faith." "Venerable Sir,
| desire to understand faith."
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yada vai nististhaty atha sraddadhati | nanististhan
chraddadhati | nististhann eva sraddadhati | nistha
tv eva vijijiasitavyeti | nistham bhagavo vijijiasa iti
"When one is single-minded in one’s devotion to the teacher,
only then does one have faith. One who does not have single-
mindedness does not have faith. Only one who has single-
mindedness has faith. One must desire to understand single-

mindedness." "Venerable Sir, | desire to understand single-
mindedness."
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yada vai karoty atha nististhati | nakrtva nististhati |
krtvaiva nististhati | krtis tv eva vijijiasitavyeti |
krtim bhagavo vijijhasa iti

"When one performs one’s duties (i.e. practises
concentration), only then does one have single-mindedness.
One who does not perform his duties does not have single-
mindedness. Only one who performs his duties has single-
mindedness. One must desire to understand the performance
of duties." "Venerable Sir, | desire to understand the
performance of duties."
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yada vai sukham labhate 'tha karoti | nasukham
labdhva karoti | sukham eva labdhva karoti | sukham
tv eva vijijiasitavyam iti | sukham bhagavo vijijiasa
iti




"When one obtains bliss, only then does one perform one’s
duties. One who does not obtain bliss does not perform his
duties. Only one who obtains bliss performs his duties. One
must desire to understand bliss." "Venerable Sir, | desire to
understand bliss."
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yo vai bhuma tat sukham | nalpe sukham asti |
bhimaiva sukham | bhiima tv eva vijijiasitavya iti |
bhimanam bhagavo vijijhasa iti

"The infinite is bliss. There is no bliss in anything finite. Only
the Infinite is bliss. One must desire to understand the
Infinite." "Venerable Sir, | desire to understand the Infinite."
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yatra nanyat pasyati nanyac chrnoti nanyad vijanati
sa bhuma | atha yatranyat pasyaty anyac chrnoty
anyad vijanati tad alpam | yo vai bhima tad amrtam |
atha yad alpam tan martyam | sa bhagavah kasmin
pratisthita iti | sve mahimni yadi va na mahimntti

"Where one sees nothing else, hears nothing else,
understands nothing else-that is the Infinite. Where one sees
something else, hears something else, understands
something else-that is the finite. The Infinite is immortal, the
finite mortal.” "Venerable Sir, in what does the Infinite find Its
support?” "In Its own greatness-or not even in greatness."
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go 'svam iha mahimety acaksate hastihiranyam
dasabharyam ksetrany ayatananiti | naham evam
bravimi | bravimiti hovaca | anyo hy anyasmin
pratisthita iti

"Here on earth people describe cows and horses, elephants
and gold, slaves and wives, fields and houses, as ‘greatness.’

| do not mean this," he said, "for in such cases one thing
finds its support in another. But what | say is:
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sa evadhastat sa uparistat sa pascat sa purastat sa
daksinatah sa uttaratah | sa evedam sarvam iti |
athato 'hamkaradesa eva | aham evadhastad aham
uparistad aham pascad aham purastad aham
daksinato 'ham uttarato 'ham evedam sarvam iti

"That infinite, indeed, is below. It is above. It is behind. It is
before. It is to the south. It is to the north. The Infinite, indeed,
is all this. "Next follows the instruction about the Infinite with
reference to ‘I’: |, indeed, am below. | am above. | am behind. |
am before. | am to the south. | am to the north. | am, indeed,
all this.
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athata atmadesa eva | atmaivadhastad atmoparistad
atma pascad atma purastad atma daksinata
atmottarata atmaivedam sarvam iti | sa va esa evam
pasyann evam manvana evam vijanann atmaratir

atmakrida atmamithuna atmanandah sa svarad
bhavati |
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tasya sarvesu lokesu kamacaro bhavati | atha ye
'nyathato vidur anyarajanas te ksayyaloka bhavanti |
tesam sarvesu lokesv akamacaro bhavati

"Next follows the instruction about the Infinite with reference
to the Self: The Self indeed, is below. It is above. It is behind.
It is before. It is to the south. It is to the north. The Self,
indeed, is all this. "Verily, he who sees this, reflects on this
and understands this delights in the Self sports with the Self,
rejoices in the Self revels in the Self. Even while living in the
body he becomes a self-ruler. He wields unlimited freedom in
all the worlds. "But those who think differently from this have
others for their rulers they live in perishable worlds. They
have no freedom in all the worlds."
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tasya ha va etasyaivam pasyata evam
manvanasyaivam vijanata atmatah prana atmata
asatmatah smara atmata akasa atmatas teja atmata
apa atmata avirbhavatirobhavav
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atmato 'nnam atmato balam atmato vijnanam atmato
dhyanam atmatas cittam atmatah samkalpa atmato
mana atmato vag atmato namatmato mantra atmatah
karmany atmata evedam sarvam iti




"For him who sees this, reflects on this and understands this,
the prana springs from the Self, hope springs from the Self,
memory springs from the Self, the akasa springs from the
Self, fire springs from the Self; water springs from the Self;
appearance and disappearance spring from the Self, food
springs from the Self, strength springs from the Self;
understanding springs from the Self, meditation springs from
the Self, consideration springs from the Self, will springs
from the Self; mind springs from the Self speech springs
from the Self, the name springs from the Self the sacred
hymns spring from the Self the sacrifices spring from the
Self-ay, all this springs from the Self."
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tad esa slokah | na pasyo mrtyum pasyati na rogam
nota duhkhatam | sarvam ha pasyah pasyati sarvam
apnoti sarvasabh | iti |

"On this there is the following verse: "‘The knower of Truth
does not see death or disease or sorrow. The knower of Truth
sees everything and obtains everything everywhere.’
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sa ekadha bhavati tridha bhavati paficadha |
saptadha navadha caiva punas caikadasa smrtah |
satam ca dasa caikas ca sahasrani ca vimsatih |

"He (the knower) is one before the creation, becomes three,
becomes five, becomes seven, becomes nine; then again he
is called eleven, one hundred and ten and one thousand and
twenty.
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ahara-suddhau sattva-suddhih | sattva-suddhau
dhruva smrtih | smrti-lambhe sarva-granthinam

vipramoksah | tasmai mrdita-kasayaya tamasas
param darsayati bhagavan sanatkumarah | tam

skanda ity acaksate




"Now is described the discipline for inner purification by
which Self-Knowledge is attained: When the food is pure, the
mind becomes pure. When the mind is pure the memory
becomes firm. When the memory is firm all ties are
loosened.” The venerable Sanatkumara showed Narada, after
his blemishes had been wiped out, the other side of
darkness. They call Sanatkumara Skanda, yea, Skanda they
call him.




